STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
97 VICTORIA STREET NORTH
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Summary of Significance
Design/Physical Value [JSocial Value
Historical/Associative Value X Economic Value
Contextual Value ClEnvironmental Value

Municipal Address: 97 Victoria Street North
Legal Description: Plan 374

Year Built: c. 1927

Architectural Style: Industrial Vernacular
Original Owner: Mitchell Button Company
Original Use: Industrial

Condition: Good



Description of Cultural Heritage Resource

97 Victoria Street North is a two storey early-20" century brick building constructed in the
Industrial Vernacular architectural style. The building is situated on a 0.24 acre parcel of land
located on the east side of Victoria Street North between Duke Street West and Weber Street
West in the City Commercial Core Planning Community of the City of Kitchener within the Region
of Waterloo. The principal resource that contributes to the heritage value is the former industrial
building.

Heritage Value

97 Victoria Street North is recognized for its design, historical, and contextual values.

Design/Physical Value

The design value relates to the architecture of the building. The house is a unique
example of the Industrial Vernacular architectural style. The building is in good
condition. The building is two storeys in height and features:

o flat roof with shaped parapet on the front fagade;

e 3 by9 bays;

e red, yellow and beige brick Construction;

e shallow buttressing between the windows;

e original window openings with brick headers and concrete sills; and,

e Groups of three 6/6 windows on the front facade with brick headers and concrete
sills.

In addition to these features, this building has been recognized as a contributing industrial
property that supports the character of the City’s Warehouse District Cultural Heritage
Landscape. Furthermore, this building acts as a visual gateway into the Warehouse
District due to its position at the edge of the district.

Historical/Associative Value

The historic and associative value relate to the original owner, original use and present
owner. Walter Mitchell began manufacturing ivory buttons in 1914 (Moyer, 1979). W.E.
Mitchell, Walter’s son, took over the company in 1915 (Moyer, 1979). The company was
known as the Mitchell Button Company. Dwindling supplies and foreign competition
shifted the business from ivory to plastic under the direction of Lloyd G.E. Mitchell in 1945
(Moyer, 1979). The company started on Frederick Street in 1915, moved to Gaukel Street
for a short period and then to the Victoria Street site around 1921 for 50 years (KW
Record, 1958; KW Record, 1970). The company name changed to Mitchell Plastics.
Marshall Ariss joined the company in 1955 and lead the change from plastic buttons to
plastic components for industries including IBM, Otis Elevator, International Harvester,
Greb and Leigh (Moyer, 1979). Ariss is associated with the early plastics industry and



has been honoured with membership in the Plastic Pioneers Club of Canada (Moyer,
1979).

The existing use of the building is for The Working Centre’s Worth a Second Look
Furniture and Housewares store and St. John’s Kitchen.

This building is also historically important as it was part of the buildings that were built at
a time when Kitchener was undergoing rapid industrial development. Many of these
industrial buildings — such as the Michael Button Company Building and the Kaufaman
Rubber Company Building were built between 1910 and 1930s in response to Kitchener’'s
emerging economy.

Contextual Value

The contextual values relate to the contribution that the building makes to the continuity
and character of the Victoria Street North streetscape and the warehouse district. The
building is historically linked to its surroundings within the warehouse district.

The Warehouse District is defined by the industrial commercial development that

occurred during the early 20" century and the concurrent built industrial vernacular
structures.

Economic Value

The building has economic value as a contributing property to a group of buildings that
were built during Kitchener's economic boom that was taking place in the early 20"
century.

Heritage Attributes

The heritage attributes of this building are:

e All elements related to the Industrial Vernacular architectural style of the building,
including:
o Two-storey height;
o Symmetrical northwest (primary) facade;
o Flat rood with shaped parapet on the northwest (primary fagcade);
o Shallow buttresses that define distinct bays along each of the building’s
elevations;
Brick construction comprising of read, yellow, and beige brick;
Original window openings with solider course brick headers and concrete
sills;
o Six-over-six windows on the northwest (primary) fagade; and
o Chimney set in stretcher boded, yellow brick with concrete banding.
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e All elements related to the contextual value, including:
o Location of the building and contribution that it makes to the continuity and
character of the Victoria Street North streetscape and the Warehouse
District; and
o The link to the surrounding Warehouse District.
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City of Kitchener - Cultural Heritage Resource Evaluation Form

Address: 97 Victoria Street North Period: Field Team Initials: GZ/ER
Description: Date: August 29, 2012
FIELD TEAM EVALUATION

SUBCOMMITTEE

DESIGN OR PHYSICAL VALUE
N/A | Unknown | No | Yes | N/A | Unknown | No | Yes

Style Is this a notable, rare or unique

example of a particular
architectural style or type? = = O O O O

Construction Is this a notable, rare, unique or
early example of a particular

material or method of (| D U D U U
construction?
Design Is this a particularly attractive or
unigue structure because of the
merits of its design, composition, O O O O O O

craftsmanship or details?

Does this structure demonstrate a

high d_e_gree (_)f technical or 0 0 . 0 0 0
scientific achievement?

Interior Is the interior arrangement, finish,
craftsmanship and/or detalil 0 O 0 O O 0
noteworthy?

Notes

EVALUATION

HIEER A SUBCOMMITTEE

CONTEXTUAL VALUE
N/A | Unknown | No | Yes | N/A | Unknown | No | Yes

Continuity Does this structure contribute to

the community or character of the 0 0 0 0 0 0
street, neighbourhood or area?

Setting Is the setting or orientation of the

structure or landscaping 0 0 0 O O O
noteworthy?

Does it provide a physical,
hls_torlcal, func_tlonal or visual link 0 0 0 0 O O
to its surroundings?




EVALUATION

FIELD TEAM SUBCOMMITTEE

CONTEXTUAL VALUE
N/A | Unknown | No | Yes | N/A | Unknown | No | Yes

Landmark Is this a particularly important
visual landmark within the region
U, city O or neighbourhood X?

Completeness | Does this structure have other
original outbuildings, notable

landscaping or external features O O O O O O
that complete the site?

Notes Sub-Committee: warehouse district
EVALUATION
FIELD TEAM SUBCOMMITTEE
INTEGRITY
N/A | Unknown | No | Yes | N/A | Unknown | No | Yes
Site Does the structure occupy its
original site? O O O O O O
Alterations Does this building retain most of
its original materials and design 0 0 0 0 0 .
features?
Is this a notable structure due to
sympathetic alterations that have 0 0 0 0 0 .
taken place over time?
Condition Is this building in good condition? 0 0 0 X 0 0 0
Notes
FIELD TEAM EVALUATION

SUBCOMMITTEE

HISTORICAL OR ASSOCIATIVE VALUE &

SlIERIAETeE N/A | Unknown | No | Yes | N/A | Unknown | No | Yes

Does this property or structure have strong
associations with and/or contribute to the
under_star_ldlng c_>f a_bel_lef, person, activity, _ O O O = O O O
organization or institution that is significant or unique
within the City?

Is the original, previous or existing use significant? O 0 0 0 O O

Does this property meet the definition of a significant
built heritage resource or cultural heritage
landscape, as identified in the Provincial Policy
Statement under the Ontario Planning Agt? 0 0 0 0 0 0
A property or structure valued for the important
contribution it makes to an understanding of the
history of a place, an event or a people?

Notes | Sub-Committee: original use and working centre




HISTORICAL OR ASSOCIATIVE VALUE &
SIGNIFICANCE

FIELD TEAM

EVALUATION
SUBCOMMITTEE

N/A

Unknown

No

Yes

N/A

Unknown | No

Yes




