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APPENDIX 'A' 

LoveMyHoodMatchingGrantCriteria
LoveMyHood,  

TheCityofKitcheneroffersaLoveMyHoodMatchingGranttosupportnewresident-ledneighbourhood
andplacemaking initiatives.   

Citystaffareheretohelpandwillworkbehindthescenestomakeiteasyforyoutomakethingshappen
inyourneighbourhood. Havequestionsorneedhelpwithyourapplication? Pleasecontactcitystaffat
lovemyhood@kitchener.catogetstarted!   

Thisinformationisavailableinaccessibleformatsuponrequest. ***   
Pleasecall519-741-2200ext. 7083orTTY1-866-969-9994forassistance.  

PURPOSE
TheLoveMyHoodMatchingGrantisintendedto:  

Reneworrevitalizeneighbourhoodpublicandgreenspaces, contributingtoneighbourhood
beautificationandcelebration. 
Fosterneighbourhoodprideandsenseofbelonging. 
Developstrongerrelationshipsbetweenneighboursandneighbourhoodgroups. 
Improvesafety, accessibilityand/ormobility. 
Entrustresidentstobecomemoreactivelyinvolvedintheirneighbourhoodsthroughworking
togetherasneighbours. 
Buildcapacityforlong-termchangebuiltbyneighboursworkingtogether. 

WHOCANAPPLY
Bothformalandinformalneighbourhood-basedcommunitygroupsinKitchenerareeligibletoapply,  
whetherthegroupisnewlyformedforthepurposeofaspecificproject, orisapre-existinggroup
undertakingaproject.   

Applicantsmustdemonstratethattheirgroup:  
Iscomposedofmultiplepeoplewholiveand/orworkintheneighbourhood. 



Gatheredthewider aminimum,  
notifyingallresidentswithin120moftheprojectsite. Toencouragegreatercommunity
engagement, preferencewillbegiventogroupswhodemonstrateintheirapplicationthat
theyhavegoneabovetheminimumengagementrequirements.  
Hasaprojectbudgetoutlininghowtheyproposetomatchthegrantfundingwithcommunity
resources (in-kindorin-cash).  
Hasabankaccountwithatleasttwopeoplenamedassignatoriesforgrantsover $500.  
Agreestoreportbackuponcompletionoftheproject, includinganaccountingofallrevenues,  
expensesandproofofpurchases.  

PROJECTCRITERIA
Applicantsmustdemonstratethattheproject:  

WilloccurwithinKitchenercitylimitsandbegeographicallydefinedwithinaneighbourhood.  
Acceptablelocationsinclude:  

o CityofKitchenerland, suchasparks, trails, greenways, boulevards, parkingareas, cul- 
de-sacs, etc.   

o Otherpubliclandownedbyschoolboards, RegionofWaterloo, etc.   
o Privatelandthatisaccessibletothegeneralpublicandnotownedbyabusiness (e.g.  

parkinglots, greenspacearoundfaith/culturalbuildings, not-for-profitorganizations,  
etc.)  

Theapplicationisforaone-timefundingrequestforaneighbourhoodproject. 

Theprojectcontributestoneighbourhoodidentity.  
Theprojectisequitable, encouragingdiverseneighbourhoodinvolvementandparticipationof
residents, communitymembersandvolunteersintheprojectplanningandprocess. 

Projectsoccurringon landwillbeconsideredonlyif
they:  Areaccessibletothegeneral
public.  Includeneighbourhoodresidentsintheprojectplanningandimplementation
process.  Havereceivedadvancedpermissionfromthe



Capitalprojectsareeligibleforthisgrant.    

FUNDINGREQUESTS
a) Applicantsmayrequestamountsupto $30,000. Projectsoccurringonnon-citylandareeligibleto

receiveupto $10,000andeventsareeligibletoreceiveupto $2,000.   
b) Forlargergrantamounts, fundsmaybedistributedininstallmentsatthediscretionoftheCityof

Kitchener.   
c)  

andmayinclude:   
Cashdonations.  
Ongoingvolunteerlabour/time (valuedat $20perhour).  
Donatedprofessionalorcontractorservices, includingservicesfromartistsandarts
organizations (valuedatthereasonableretailvalueoftheproduct/service).  
Donatedmaterialsandsupplies (valuedatretailprices).  
Borrowedequipment (valuedatthecostnecessaryifitweretoberented).  

d) sentirecontributiontotheprojectmustequalorexceedthedollar
amountrequested. Whilethematchcanincludecontributionsfrompartnerships, including
businessesandcommunityorganizations, aportionofthematchmustcomefromtheapplicant
groupitself.    

e) FundsfromotherCityofKitchenerorsponsorgrantscannotbecountedasmatch. Inagreater
efforttosupportnewandemerginggroups, Citystaffmayconsiderprovidingadditionalfundingto
projectsonacase-by-casebasis.   

f) matchingcontributionmayincludeacombinationofin-kindservices (e.g. rentalof
space, cityservices, installationcosts, etc.), andcash.  

g) Groupsthatdonotcompletetheirprojectasproposed, orhaveleftoverfunds, willberequiredto
returnthefunds. Ofcourse, plansandtimelinesmaybeadjustedifyouexperiencechallenges.  
PleasecommunicatethesechangeswithCitystaff.    

HOWTOAPPLY
Applicationswillbeacceptedthroughanonlineformavailableathttps://www.lovemyhood.ca/en/tools- 
money/matching-grant.aspxbeginningonTuesday, January21, 2020.  

Ifyourequireassistanceoraccommodationswithyourapplication, pleasecontacttheNeighbourhood
DevelopmentOfficeat:  



E-mail: LoveMyHood@Kitchener.ca
Phone: 519-741-2200xHOOD (4663)  

SELECTIONPROCESS
AllgrantrequestswillbereviewedandevaluatedbytheLoveMyHoodMatchingGrant
SelectionCommittee. Thecommitteeconsistsofamaximumof11members, includingfourCity
ofKitchenerstaff, sixresidentvolunteersandonerepresentativefromasponsoring
organization.  
Theselectioncommitteewillbeginreviewingapplicationsaftereachquarterlygrantdeadline,  
whichwilloccurinFebruary, May, AugustandNovember.    
Groupswillbenotifiedoftheoutcomeoftheirapplicationassoonaspossible, buttypically
within4to6weeksofapplicationsubmission. ThiswillgiveCitystafftimetonavigateinternal
processesanddepartmentsonyourbehalfanddeterminethenextstepstomakeapproved
projectsareality.      
Toensuremultipleareasofthecitybenefitfromthisgrant, preferencewillbegiventoawarding
atleastonegrantperyear
Toensureanequitabledistributionofgrants, prioritywillbegiventoneworemerging
neighbourhoodgroupswhowillbenefitthemostfromfundingsupport. Applicationsfromthese
newandemerginggroupswillbegivenpriorityconsiderationduringeachquarterlyintake
periodoverapplicationsfromneighbourhoodsandgroupsthathavepreviouslyreceived
considerablefundingthroughLoveMyHood.   
Theselectioncommitteemaychoosenottodistributethefullfundingamountavailableper
intakeperiod. Anyremainingfundswillbecarriedforwardintothenextintakeperiod.  
Agroupmayapplyformultiplegrantsduringeachintakeperiod, butmayonlyreceiveonegrant
perintake.   
Thisisaone-timegrantnotintendedtoprovidefinancialsupportonarecurringbasis. 

EachLoveMyHoodMatchingGrantapplicantandprojectisunique, andtheseguidelinescannot
addresseverypossibleprojectscenario. PleaseconnectwithCityofKitchenerstafffor
additionalinformation.   

THINGSTOCONSIDER
Beforeyousubmitanapplication, werecommendthatallapplicantsconnectwithourteamof

curateorproviding



insightonpermitsandlicenses, yourneighbourhoodliaisoncanprovideusefulknowledgeonnavigating
cityprocesses. Pleasecontactcitystaffatlovemyhood@kitchener.catogetstarted!  
Ifapprovedforagrant, citystaffwillcontinuetohelpyoualongthewayandwillnavigatecityhallonyour
behalf. Aswereviewyourapplication, wemayidentifypotentialapprovalsorconditionsthatmaybe
necessary, including:   

NeighbourhoodSupport: Itisimportanttomakesurethatyourneighbourssupportyourproject,  
including, atminimum, notifyingallresidentswithin120moftheprojectsite. Dependingonthetypeof
project, youmayneedtotakeadditionalstepstodemonstrateneighbourhoodsupport. Citystaffcanhelp
youdeterminehowmanyresidencesarewithin120moftheprojectsiteandunderstandwhatstepsare
mostappropriate, andhowtoinvolveyourneighboursinawaythatisfair, openandinclusive.  

Agreements: AllprojectsfundedbytheLoveMyHoodMatchingGrantrequireawrittenagreementor
letterofunderstanding. Staffrecognizetheneedtoadapt, negotiateandcompromisesothatwecan
developanagreementthatworksforeveryone. AllLoveMyHoodagreementsareguidedbyprinciplesof

createsaccountabilityforallofus. Itcoversrequirementsandexpectationsforthefollowing:   
FinancialDetails
CommunityEngagement
Insurance
Design
Implementation
Maintenance
Communications
RecognitionandSponsorships

Recognition: SuccessfulapplicantsareexpectedtoacknowledgethecontributionsoftheCityofKitchener
andothergrantsponsorsonallpromotionalmaterials, andareencouragedtouse #LoveMyHoodonsocial
media. Recognitionintheformofaplaqueorothermediumisexpectedforlong-termcapitalprojectsand
communitygardens.   

Evaluations: Successfulapplicantsarerequiredtocompleteanevaluationformrelatedtoimprovingthe
LoveMyHoodMatchingGrantandprovideafinancialreportfollowingtheconclusionoftheproject. A



TheCityofKitchenerisextremelygratefulthatyouaretakingtheinitiativetomakeyourneighbourhood
evenbetter!   


