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Statement of Significance 
236 Gehl Place 

 
Municipal Address:  
236 Gehl Place, Kitchener 

Legal Description:  
GCT Part Lot 142 & 144 

Year Built: c. 1860 

Architectural Style: Georgian 

Original Owner: William Gehl 

Original Use: Farm 

Condition:  

Description of Historic Place 

236 Gehl Place is a mid 19th century building built in the Georgian architectural style. 
The building is situated on a 142.57 acre parcel of land located on the south side of 
Bleams Road between Trussler Road and Fischer Hallman Road in the Trussler 
Planning Community of the City of Kitchener within the Region of Waterloo. The 
principal resources that contribute to the heritage value are the farmhouse and barn.  
 
Heritage Value 

236 Gehl Road is recognized for its design, physical, contextual, historical and 
associative values.  

The design and physical values relate to the Georgian architectural style of the building. 
The building is an early and representative example of a substantial log building. The 
building has undergone relatively few changes. The original log building exists under 
layers of cladding, including stucco and aluminum siding. The building features: log 
construction; side gable roof; fieldstone foundation; symmetrical window placements; 
off-centre front door placement; original exterior door; original interior floor plan; plaster 
walls; original interior doors; original baseboards; original door and window surrounds; 
original floor joists; and, original floor boards. 

The contextual value relates to the location of the house and barn at the end of the lane 
looking south over the farm fields.  

The historic and associative values relate to the original and existing owners of the 
farm. Preliminary research suggests that the farm was established by William Gehl 
around 1860. The lane from Bleams Road leading to the farm is named Gehl Place. The 
1851 Census reports identify Edward Henhoeffer as the owner of the farm. The farm is 
still owned by the Henhoeffer family.  
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Heritage Attributes 

The heritage value of 236 Gehl Place resides in the following heritage attributes: 
 

▪ All elements related to the construction and Georgian architectural style of the 
house, including:  

o Log construction; 
o Side gable roof and roofline; 
o Fieldstone foundation;  
o Symmetrical window placements;  
o Window openings; 
o Off-centre front door placement; 
o Original exterior door and door opening; 
o Original interior doors; 
o Original baseboards; 
o Original door and window surrounds; 
o Original floor joists; and, 
o Original floor boards. 
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Excerpt from “Cultural Heritage Background Study: Built Heritage and Cultural Landscapes: 
Southwest Kitchener Urban Areas Study” prepared by Nancy Z. Tausky dated August 2010 
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