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ABOUT DOG FRIENDLY KW
Kitchener based non-profit
corporation founded in 2020.
Dedicated to creating a safe and
inclusive dog-friendly community. 
Team includes a small board of
directors and over 50 volunteers.
Engages and supports local small
businesses while promoting
responsible dog ownership through
education, community events, and
resources such as a podcast and a
quarterly community guide.

Dog Friendly KW Founders & Senior Leadership Team,  2024



In December 2023, City of Kitchener Council
approved Dog Friendly KW  to submit the Better
Cities for Pets Assessment for certification with
support and approval from the Kitchener-Waterloo
Humane Society and City of Kitchener staff. 
In January 2024, the City of Kitchener was the 1st
city in Canada to become a certified “Pet
Friendly City” under Mars Petcare’s Better Cities
for Pets program garnering national media
coverage for our community. 
As of today, Kitchener & Caledon, Ontario are the
only Canadian communities to have received this
designation.



CBC article andMorning Editioninterview reacheda Nationalaudience!

MEDIA COVERAGE



TOP CITY PRIORITY UPDATE
Upon certification, each city must commit to continuing to take action
that benefits people and pets.
Our top priority for 2024 was to implement a Responsible Pet
Ownership Community Campaign.
This campaign used the Responsible Pet Ownership checklist
approved by City of Kitchener Council as a framework. 

Our progress in 2024:
Hosted an event in Downtown Kitchener on the Gaukel Block in
July 2024 focusing on Responsible Dog Ownership.
From May to November 2024, Dog Friendly KW developed and
shared 14 social media posts on both Instagram & Facebook
promoting various elements of responsible pet ownership. 
In November 2024, our Winter Community Guide (found on our
website at dogfriendlykw.com/community-guides), featured a 5-
page spread focusing on responsible pet-ownership. This guide will
stay on our website until end of February. KWHS Responsible Pet

Ownership Brochure

https://kwsphumane.ca/res/pub/Responsible-Pet-Ownership/KWHS_Responsible_Pet_Ownership-Brochure-DIGITAL.pdf
https://kwsphumane.ca/res/pub/Responsible-Pet-Ownership/KWHS_Responsible_Pet_Ownership-Brochure-DIGITAL.pdf


51k+
views on social media

posts 

TOP CITY PRIORITY UPDATE
Social Media

Social media posts spanned a variety of topics related to responsible pet ownership.
Many posts engaged partnerships with local businesses and community groups such as Downtown
Kitchener’s Ribfest & Craft Beer Show and local businesses such as Gifted in Belmont Village. 
Some posts were funded by RTO4 & the Government of Ontario to promote responsible dog-
friendly tourism in the Waterloo Region.

1.5k+
interactions on social media posts

(likes, comments, shares)

36k+
accounts reached via social media posts



TOP CITY PRIORITY UPDATE
Community Guide

A 5-page spread in the November
2024 Community Guide focused
on Responsible Pet Ownership
with an emphasis on:

1 - Getting your pet through
ethical sources. 
2 - Licensing your dog
annually.
3 - Spaying & neutering your
pet.

The Waterloo Region Community
Guide is typically viewed every
single day, with some days seeing
more than 55 views in a day. 



WHAT’S NEXT?

Dog Friendly KW Gaukel Block Event, 2024

How do we continue to build a pet-friendly
city? 

Establishing & declaring more city-owned
properties in Kitchener as pet-friendly (i.e.
City Hall Rotunda, Square Peg & The
Boathouse patio). 
City of Kitchener Council support to
advocate for a pet-friendly LRT system
across the Waterloo Region.
Continue to work collaboratively to
educate & advocate for responsible pet
ownership. 



THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT




