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ABOUT DOG FRIENDLY KW

e Kitchener based non-profit
corporation founded in 2020.

e Dedicated to creating a safe and
Inclusive dog-friendly community.

e Team Includes a small board of
directors and over 50 volunteers.

e Engages and supports local small
businesses while promoting
responsible dog ownership through
education, community events, and
resources such as a podcast and a
quarterly community guide.

Dog Friendly KW Founders & Sentor Leadership Team, 2024



Better CiTIES for pets

A MARS PETCARE PROGRAM

e In December 2023, City of Kitchener Council
approved Dog Friendly KW to submit the Better
Cities for Pets Assessment for certification with
support and approval from the Kitchener-Waterloo
Humane Society and City of Kitchener staff.

In January 2024, the City of Kitchener was the 1st
city in Canada to become a certified “Pet
Friendly City” under Mars Petcare’s Better Cities
for Pets program garnering national media
coverage for our community.

e As of today, Kitchener & Caledon, Ontario are the
only Canadian communities to have receilved this
designation.
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CERTIFIED CITY

In celebration of its commitment to being pet friendly
and helping keep people and pets together,
Mars Petcare is pleased to award Certified City status to:

KITCHENER, ONTARIO

Awarded on January 2, 2024

Thank you for recognizing the important role pets play
and helping people and their pets enjoy
a healthy, happy life together.

®
ligible for renewal in 2027, ! I
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Kitchener named first certified pet-friendly city
in Canada

'Pet owners are willing to spend quite generously to meet their travel needs,’ says
professor David Fennell
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WATCH | Kitchener earns pet friendly certification:

Kitchener eamns pet friendly certification
12 months ago | News

Justine Sparling and her dog, Marsha
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a In January 2024, Kitchener was officially certified under the
Better Cities for Pets Initiatives from Mars Petcare. Kitchener
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Bachzi Phciocorh is the first Canadian city to receive this designation, but not
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TOP CITY PRIORITY UPDATE

e Upon certification, each city must commit to continuing to take action
that benefits people and pets.

o Our top priority for 2024 was to implement a Responsible Pet
Ownership Community Campaign.

e This campaign used the Responsible Pet Ownership checklist
approved by City of Kitchener Council as a framework.

e Our progress in 2024:

o Hosted an event in Downtown Kitchener on the Gaukel Block in
July 2024 focusing on Responsible Dog Ownership.

o From May to November 2024, Dog Friendly KW developed and
shared 14 social media posts on both Instagram & Facebook
promoting various elements of responsible pet ownership.

o INn November 2024, our Winter Community Guide (found on our
website at dogfriendlykw.com/community-guides), featured a 5-
page spread focusing on responsible pet-ownership. This guide will
stay on our website until end of February.
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KWHS Responsible Pet
Ownership Brochure


https://kwsphumane.ca/res/pub/Responsible-Pet-Ownership/KWHS_Responsible_Pet_Ownership-Brochure-DIGITAL.pdf
https://kwsphumane.ca/res/pub/Responsible-Pet-Ownership/KWHS_Responsible_Pet_Ownership-Brochure-DIGITAL.pdf

TOP CITY PRIORITY UPDATE
Soctal Media
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_ o _ views on social media Interactions on social media posts
e 5N POSts (likes, comments, shares)

RESPOMSIELE RETAIL VISITS

WITH YOUR DOG
FUNDED‘E‘P‘ RTO4 & THE
GOVERMIVMENT OF ONTARIO

accounts reached via social media posts

e Social media posts spanned a variety of topics related to responsible pet ownership.
e Many posts engaged partnerships with local businesses and community groups such as Downtown
Kitchener's Ribfest & Craft Beer Show and local businesses such as Gifted in Belmont Village.

e Some posts were funded by RTO4 & the Government of Ontario to promote responsible dog-
friendly tourism in the Waterloo Region.



TOP CITY PRIORITY UPDATE

Communaity Guide

e A 5-page spread in the November
RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP

Help Kitchener Thrive with Better Cities for Pets RESPONSIBLE PET OWNE RSHIP 2024 CO mmun Ity G U Id S fOC U Sed
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Did you know that Kitchener is a certified pet-friendly city under A MARS PETCARE PROGRAM

the Better Cities for Pets program? LICENSING YOUR DOG o -l _ G etti n g yo u r pet t h ro u g h

This program recognizes Kitchener as a place where neighbours, All dogs in Waterloo Region must be licensed annually and have
pet owners, businesses, and dogs can safely enjoy many aspects their tag on at all times.

of community life together. et h ica | SO U rceS.

Licensing Makes Reuniting With Your Lost Dog Quicker and

Pet owners can do their part by making responsible and ethical Easier O 2 _ Li Ce n Si n g yO u r d Og

choices for their pets.

The Humane Society can return licensed dogs immediately to their
owners using the contact information associated with the dog a n n u a | |y.
RESPONSI BLE PET OWNERSHI P STARTS license. This means you can avoid a stressful trip to the shelter for
both you and your pup. It also helps minimize the time and ° M
WITH THREE KEY STEPS resources the Humane Society spends trying to reunite lost dogs O 3 - S p ayl n g & n e U te r I n g yo U r

1 with their people.

Gettiﬂgyourpm Plus, part of the proceeds of dog licenses go towards funding pet°
ﬁm ethical 2 local animal welfare initiatives in our community.
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WHAT’S NEXT?

How do we continue to build a pet-friendly
city?

e Establishing & declaring more city-owned
properties in Kitchener as pet-friendly (i.e.
City Hall Rotunda, Square Peg & The
Boathouse patio).

o City of Kitchener Council support to
advocate for a pet-friendly LRT system
across the Waterloo Region.

e Continue to work collaboratively to
educate & advocate for responsible pet
ownership.

Dog Friendly KW Gaukel Block Event, 2024
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THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT






