
Growing Together East

Planning and Strategic Initiatives Committee

April 14, 2025



Growing Together Is…
…the most housing-forward planning framework in Canada.

…the most flexible planning framework in Canada.

…the most complete planning framework in Canada.

Growing Together enables homes for generations to come. 

…shaped by its approachable, equitable and measurable engagement process.

…precisely calibrated to perform under real-world conditions.

…a transformative response to the housing crisis.

…is carefully balanced to uphold a high quality of life for existing and future 

residents.

Growing Together Is…



What Are the Growing Together East PMTSAs?

This map shows the 3 of Kitchener’s 10 Protected Major Transit Station Areas (PMTSAs) 

that form the Growing Together East Geography.



What Does Growing Together East Do?
• Continues the work begun through Growing Together West and applies Strategic Growth Area land uses and zones in the Block Line, 

Fairway and Sportsworld Protected Major Transit Station Areas (PMTSAs).

• Updates Kitchener’s Official Plan and Zoning Bylaw; it does not alter the zoning regulations approved through Growing Together West.

• Is a key component of Kitchener’s Housing Accelerator Fund application, with a commitment for implementation in Q2 2025. 

• Implements Kitchener’s Municipal Housing Pledge and the Enabling Missing Middle and Affordable Housing Feasibility Study.

• Is implemented in partnership with an Inclusionary Zoning By-law.

• Growing Together represents a best-fit from over 800 conversations with community members and collaborators.



How Did We Reach Out?
• Staff mailed out 4 unique postcards to all residents and landowners in the study 

area, at 4 key stages of the project.

• 3 newspaper ads were placed in The Record.



How Did We Reach Out?
• Staff held 9 unique engagements, meeting with more than 800 members of the community.

• Multiple email notices were also sent to members of the community, the development 

industry and other agencies and collaborators. 

• Frequent updates were posted on the project Engage page. 



What’s Different About Growing Together East?
• GTE applies the Strategic Growth Area land uses and zones to properties in the Block Line, Fairway and 

Sportsworld PMTSAs.

• The underlying policies and regulations remain the same. 

• Minor changes and additions to respond to unique conditions within the GTE PMTSAs, including:

o New Official Plan policies to implement the recommendations of the City’s Transportation, Noise and 

Market Analysis Studies. This ensures that as these PMTSAs evolve, they will be:

 Well served by public transit and active transportation options, and that;

 Important community features such as local retailers and food stores are given extra consideration. 

o A new Official Plan policy to continue to allow auto-oriented uses such 

as gas stations and drive-throughs as accessory uses. 

o The removal of floor-space-ratio (FSR) density minimums in zoning for 

lots over 2 hectares, which will allow the many large plaza-retail sites in 

the area to evolve and intensify at their own pace, over time. 



Recommendations
• Staff recommend that the Official Plan Amendment be adopted and forwarded to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing for approval. The OPA;

o Applies the Strategic Growth Area A, B and C land uses to properties within the Block Line, Fairway and Sportsworld 

PMTSAs.

o Establishes a new specific policy area for these PMTSAs to ensure that City and Regional objectives for transit, 

transportation, retail and employment are met as these areas redevelop over time. 

• Staff recommend that the Zoning Bylaw Amendments be approved. The ZBAs;

o Apply the Strategic Growth Area 1, 2, 3 and 4 zones to properties within the Block Line Fairway and Sportsworld 

PMTSAs. 

o Apply holding provisions for noise and to ensure buildings do not exceed draft Airport Zoning Regulation height 

maximums in SGA-4 zoned areas.

o The second ZBA brings 5 additional properties from the 85-1 bylaw into the 2019 bylaw via direct conversion. 










