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School Profile

St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School (the School) is a new elementary school, under
construction at 1201 River Road. The School is bound by River Road East to the east, Kinzie
Avenue to the south, and Burgetz Avenue to the southwest. A newly constructed park is located
on the west of the site. The School is operated by the Waterloo Catholic District School Board
(WCDSB).

A one-way southbound school bus drop off is proposed on the west side of the site with access
to River Road East. Access to and from the parking area and student drop-off area on the south
side of the site is by a one-way inbound access from Kinzie Avenue and a one-way outbound
access to Burgetz Avenue.

Bell times are 9:10 a.m. and 3:40 p.m.

A Transportation Impact Study (TIS) was prepared for the school in November 2023. The TIS
did not recommend any off-site road improvements to accommodate future traffic volumes.

Site Plan Status

The Site Plan has been approved. Appendix A includes the approved Site Plan provided to City
staff.

Road Status and Characteristics
All roads fronting the site are assumed by the City of Kitchener.

Table 1 summarizes the characteristics of the adjacent roadways within 50 metres of the School
property.

Table 1: Adjacent Roadway Characteristics

. AADT . 2 Collision

Road Sidewalks (VPD)' Intersection Control Posted Speed History?
River Rd Both sides | 8800 TS at Kinzie Ave 60 km/h 1

o ) TWSC on Burgetz Ave
Kinzie Ave | Both sides | 3500 40 km/h 0
AWSC at Thaler Ave
Thaler Ave | Both sides | 1200 | TWSC on Burgetz Ave 40 km/h 1
Burgetz Ave | Both sides 200 - 40 km/h 0
(assumed)

Note 1: AADT = Average Annual Daily Traffic, VPD = Vehicles Per Day
Note 2: TS = Traffic Signal, AWSC = All-Way Stop Control, TWSC = Two-Way Stop Control
Note 3: Collision Data Gathered Within 3 Years

Under existing conditions, there is no signage prohibiting parking or stopping along the School’s
frontage to the abutting roadways.



Transportation Safety Features and Signage
The approved Site Plan, dated 23.12.05, was reviewed and is included in Appendix A.

The School Bus Loading Area is located on the easterly side of the building with access to River
Road. The loading area can accommodate approximately 5 buses in a single line, or 10 buses if
parked in a second line. No parking spaces or drop-off areas for passenger vehicles are located
within this area.

There is a drop-off area for passenger vehicles located on the south side of the building, which
can be accessed from Kinzie Avenue. Counter-clockwise circulation is encouraged along the
outside of the parking area, which passengers exit directly into the drop-off area.

It is noted that the recommended signage within the City’s right-of-way will be the responsibility
of the City, and all other signage will be the responsibility of the WCDSB.

Speed Limit
The existing speed limit on River Road is 60 km/h and 40 km/h on all other abutting roadways.

To improve pedestrian safety, it is recommended to lower the speed limit on River Road to 40
km/h and to lower the speed limits on Kinzie Avenue and Burgetz Avenue to 30 km/h within 150
metres of the School’s frontage as noted in Section XIV.2 of Traffic By-law 2019-113. “School
Zone” tab signs should be installed, to identify the extents of the School Zone. New signage will
be required at all locations where changes to the existing speed limit are proposed and are the
responsibility of the City.

School Bus Loading Area

The school bus loading area will have one-way signage indicating southbound circulation
through the loading area. Signs indicating “No Parking — Fire Route” and “School Bus Loading
Zone” are proposed on the north and south sides of the area.

No signage was proposed on the Site Plan at the entrance from River Road that identifies the
area is to be used exclusively as a School Bus Loading Area and/or Fire Route. “Do Not Enter”
signs will face easterly at the outbound only access to River Road.

It is recommended to install signage at the inbound entrance identifying that only school buses
are permitted to use the access. The WCDSB has confirmed that signage will be updated based
on this recommendation.

Appendix B illustrates the recommended signs and their approximate locations.

Signage - Frontage to Adjacent Roadways

The Site Plan does not identify signage to restrict vehicle stopping or parking along the site’s
frontage to adjacent roadways.

As noted as general provisions in Traffic By-law 2019-113, Section V.8.a.iii permits Rb-55 (No
Stopping) signs on the roads abutting a school, and Section V.8.a.v permits Rb-56 (No Stopping
with Time Restrictions) signs on the opposite side of the roadway abutting the school’s property.



It is recommended that Rb-55 (No Stopping) signs are installed along all roads abutting the
school’s frontage and Rb-56 (No Stopping with Time Restrictions) signs are installed on the
opposite side of abutting roads. On River Road, the No Stopping southern limits should be the
north side of the existing Grand River Transit (GRT) bus stop.

All Rb-55 and Rb-56 signs should be installed in accordance with Ontario Traffic Manual (OTM)
Book 5, which identifies a maximum spacing of 50 metres. All Rb-56 signs should note the time
restriction as 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, as noted in Section V.8.b.iii of Traffic By-law 2019-113.

All sign changes that are within a City of Kitchener right-of-way will require an update to
“Schedule 4 — No Stopping” in the Uniform Traffic Bylaw, via a staff report to City Council.

Appendix B illustrates the recommended signs and their approximate locations.
Signage - Internal Parking Area

One-way signage will identify the route along the northern and eastern perimeter of the parking
area to access the Drop Off Area. Proposed signage in the Drop Off Area indicates “No Parking
— Drop Off Area Only”.

One “Do Not Enter” sign will face westerly at the outbound only access to Burgetz Avenue.

To further reinforce the one-way nature of the site access and the lay-by area, it is
recommended to install signs at the following locations:

1. Entrance to Kinzie Avenue

a. Rb-19 (Do Not Enter) sign facing northwards.

b. Rb-21 (One-Way) sign parallel to the flow of traffic.
2. Exit to Burgetz Avenue

a. An additional Rb-19 (Do Not Enter) sign facing westerly, so there is an Rb-19 on
both sides of the exit.

b. Rb-21 (One-Way) sign parallel to the flow of traffic.

The WCDSB has noted that the on-site signage will be updated based on this recommendation.

Appendix B illustrates the recommended signs and their approximate locations.



Walkshed and Boundary Analysis

Figure 1 illustrates the proposed walkshed and the estimated number of students in each
walkshed for the School as provided by WCDSB staff on January 29, 2025.

Figure 1: Walkshed
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Crossing Guard Studies

The Ontario Traffic Council (OTC) provides guidance in the School Crossing Guard Guide
(2023) (OTC SCGG) on when to assign a crossing guard at a location. Based on the type of
traffic control at the crossing locations, the Exposure Index methodology, as noted in the OTC
SCGG, was used to assess the need for crossing guards. As noted in the OTC SCGG, a
minimum threshold of 40 crossing students withing 25 minutes before the bell time and 5
minutes after the bell time, and vice versa for the afternoon bell times, is needed to satisfy the
crossing guard warrant.

To estimate the potential need for crossing guards within each of the walksheds in Figure 1,
City staff further estimated the location of expected student population based on approximate

existing population densities. It is noted that as the location of the student population within
each walkshed was estimated by City staff, only potential ranges of the number of students at
crossings could be provided due to the size of the potential walksheds and as the specific
location of student populations could not be confirmed. For purposes of this study, River Road is
aligned east/west.

Table 2 summarizes the results of the Exposure Index study using the estimated potential range
of students that may use the noted road crossings. For the warrant to be met, the product of the
number of conflicting movements multiplied by the number of students must exceed the index
threshold. At the time of this study, the 85" percentile threshold product is approximately 4,200.

Table 2: Exposure Index Study Summary

Data Estimated Existing
Intersection Intersection | Collection | Number of | Number of Product Warrant
Leg Date Students Conflicting Met?
(Y/M/D) Crossing Movements

Kinzie Ave and AM: 78 AM: 9,200
River Rd South 2023-03-07 118 - 153 PM: 96 PM: 11,350 Yes

Kinzie Ave and AM: 104 AM: 9,350
Thaler Ave North 2025-04-03 90 - 125 PM- 186 PM: 16,750 Yes

River Rd and AM: 72 AM: 7,800
Fairway Rd South 2022-10-04 | 108 — 123 PM: 105 PM: 11,350 Yes

Based on the results of the Exposure Index study, crossing guards are warranted at the three
locations noted in Table 2. However, it is noted that these locations should be monitored in the
future, as student travel patterns may not follow estimated trends, and the estimated range of
crossing students assumes that no students within the walkshed are driven to school. It is also
noted that traffic volumes near the school are expected to increase upon build-out of the School.
While these locations are warranted, it is recommended to commence an updated exposure
index within the first year of operation to identify the optimum locations of crossing guards.

If additional crossing guards are warranted, an update to “Schedule 20 — School Crossings” in
the Uniform Traffic By-law will be required, via a staff report to City Council.

To facilitate additional assisted crossing opportunities for students, the existing warranted
crossing location of Fairway Road and Morgan Avenue serving Howard Robertson Public
School will have the guard’s shift times adjusted to accommodate and include the bell times for
St. Patrick Catholic Elementary school.



Active Transportation Improvements

Based on the City’s Cycling and Trails Master Plan (CTMP), boulevard multi-use trails are
planned to be installed on both sides of River Road near the School in the next 4-6 years.

Bylaw Enforcement

The City’s bylaw enforcement team will add St. Patrick to its school enforcement routes. No
Parking and No Stopping areas in the School Zone have:

. A zero-tolerance ticketing policy

. An increased ticket cost

Communication Plan

To reduce the concentration of vehicular traffic near the School, Student Transportation
Services of Waterloo Region (STSWR) will identify preferred “Drive to 5” locations, to identify
alternative locations within a 5-minute walk to the school that students can be dropped off by
passenger vehicles.

STSWR will provide pamphlets and messaging to schools in August and advise schools to
share them at startup, and throughout the school year, that note the No Parking and No
Stopping areas in the School Zone have:

« A zero-tolerance ticketing policy where no warnings may be provided to offending
drivers

* Anincreased ticket cost

City staff will include messaging related to the new school in its “back to school” media release
in early September.

Monitoring and Long-Term Studies
It is recommended that in the first year of School operation, the City monitors the interaction
between vehicles and students near the School and monitors the volumes of students crossing

to determine if crossing guard(s) are warranted. The monitoring should be repeated in the third
or fourth year of School operation to help drivers and students develop safe, long-term habits.

Appendix A: Site Plan

Appendix B: Recommended Signs and Approximate

Locations
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