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The Challenge

• Spaces identified a gap between our current level of parkland provision and our target of 10 square meters per 

person in 24 of our planning communities.

• That gap is projected to widen as a result of increased development / population growth. 

• Bill 23 – More Homes Built Faster Act has reduced our ability to achieve the targets outlined in Spaces.





The Objective 

Develop a Parkland Acquisition Strategy that will achieve our 
parkland provision goal by enabling staff to efficiently assess 
and act on opportunities to acquire more land for parks.



Mechanisms for Parkland Acquisition 

1. Development applications 

2. Purchasing privately owned lands (open-market) 

3. Long-term lease  

4. Repurposing existing City-owned lands 

• Proactive approach

• Disposition or land swaps 

5. Partnerships 

• School boards, GRCA

• Federal, Provincial, Regional land

6. Gifted/donated lands 

7. POPS (separate process)



Must be met for all acquisition mechanisms (Go / No Go) 

Nice to have / Help to achieve other goals

Weighted points for each; Minimum threshold must be reached

Weighted points for each; Minimum threshold must be reached

Draft Criteria for Parkland Acquisition



Out of Scope

1. Leisure and Facility Acquisition 

2. Natural Areas Acquisition 

3. Vast Parks (Parcels 10 hectares and above) 

4. Alternative spaces (Ex: cemeteries, conservation lands, hydro corridors, etc.)  

5. Privately Owned Public Spaces (POPS) 

6. Identification of specific parcels for acquisition
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